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German I:  Frau Friedle

         E-mail: frieel@centennialsd.org
Office Hours: By appointment         Website:  http://wthsgerman.weebly.com/
This year will be an exciting year of learning and exploring the German language and culture. You will be learning German this year just as you did your first language, -by listening first-.  You will be hearing German almost the whole period every day -don't worry- if you follow the simple guidelines below you will find that you will be understanding German before you even realize it!   

Classroom Rules:
1. Listen with the intent to understand.

2. One person speaks and the others listen.

3. Avoid English.

4. Clarify if you don't understand.  Other students support all clarification requests.

5. Do your 50% (Interpersonal Skills) – PARTICIPATE and PAY ATTENTION
6. Nothing on desks unless told otherwise.  
7. All school rules are to be observed.  Be aware of their consequences. 

** Including NO cell phones! **

    (If you have a concern about something, please see me after class or write me a short note. Please don't blurt out in class.  I will listen to you at the appropriate time.)

Materials specific for German Class:
1 Composition Book 





1” Binder  

Grading:
50% - Quizzes:  Expect many small quizzes [1-2 a week].  Most quizzes are unannounced. This also includes graded Free Writes.  
**This is because I want to know what you KNOW, not what you can CRAM. **  

15% - Interpersonal Skills: Participation - [Daily Grade] - See provided rubric -
**I ask that students do their part to actively participate by making stories and discussion lively and interesting. I call this doing your 50%.*

**You have elected to participate in a foreign language class. To be successful this requires a large amount of interpersonal communication. It is important that I can be heard by each student.  Every student in my class deserves to be heard and the opportunity to be actively engaged in the language learning process**
We acquire language by actively trying to decode messages in the foreign language, repeatedly and consistently. When we read, we are acquiring language. When we listen to stories and conversation, we acquire language. By engaging in these activities day in and day out for the next 9 months, we will reach our goal of developing long-term acquisition of German.
Standards-Based Grading:
30% Classwork (Broken down below)

You are graded based on competence in a skill, according to State and National Standards [rubrics provided as appropriate].
“Language is acoustical, not intellectual”   -Berty Segal
LISTENING: Perhaps the most important and rewarding aspect of using another language is being able to understand what the other person is saying to you. In order for that to happen, one must hear lots and lots of comprehensible and interesting spoken language. 
“Reading is the most powerful tool we have in language education”-Steven Krashen
READING: We will read often in class from several sources. My goal is to provide students with a variety of comprehensible and interesting reading material. This will consist of jokes, song lyrics, text of stories we create in class, children’s books, newspapers, magazines, etc. We will read individually, as a class, and in pairs. 
WRITING: Although not emphasized in German 1, students will be able and expected to write after a short time. We will do Dictations, Timed Writings, Free-Writes and Re-Writes of stories, as well as various other written activities completed individually and in groups.
SPEAKING: Students will be encouraged in this course to speak German when they feel comfortable and ready to do so. Speaking English is strongly discouraged during class.  There are a few exceptions to this rule however: asking for clarification, translating something from German, or answering a question asked in English. Offenses to this rule will not be tolerated. It is very disruptive to the flow of our class.
This is a language class and we will work on speaking in the target language in class most of the time—90% is the national standard—that means that the teachers should be speaking in the language most of the time and so should the students.  Here is how we manage questions:


If the teacher asks in German students must answer in German.
If the teacher asks in English, students can answer in English or German.
5% Homework:  The goal of homework in this class is to have you interact with the language outside of the classroom.  This may be in the form of having you watch a short video (in German!) and having you re-tell the story in your own words.  Or, you might be given a comic strip and asked to tell the story to a family member (in German!)  You will also be expected to complete a certain amount of points on Duolingo each week.  (More on that later!)  
Makeups:  Please see me to make arrangements for makeup quizzes. YOU are responsible for making up any activity that you missed as well as getting any notes.  Ask your study buddy what you missed.  Try not to be absent!  You will miss the activities of that day and a lot of vocabulary in-use. 
Please note the following:  The deadline for submitting make up work/ projects/papers/etc. is 2 weeks after agreed upon date.  After the 2 weeks students will receive a zero but will have the opportunity to make up the assignment until the end of that specific marking period.
Making Up Warmups (Make this up in your composition book—counts for full credit) The Warmup is a short review/introductory set at the beginning of each class. To make it up, write five (5) sentences in the target language in your composition book for each class period missed.  Use current vocabulary and grammatical structures. Do not merely copy the warmup of a classmate, as that would not involve the thinking required here.  Show your teacher when you have these done to get credit.

CLASSROOM PROCEDURES

Procedures are ways of doing routine activities that help the classroom to run more smoothly so that we can focus on learning. Procedures are not exactly rules, but repeated disregard of procedures can result in disciplinary action because that will affect learning in the classroom. There are several specific ways we do things in this class and you will learn them during the first weeks of school.  Here are a few key classroom procedures:

Study Buddies:  There will be assigned seats.  Your partner or "Study Buddy" is the person directly in front of you or behind you.  We will re-arrange seating every calendar month, providing you with a new partner every month.  Your responsibilities towards your Study Buddy include:
• Exchange phone numbers and/or e-mail addresses so that you can get help     

   on homework.


• Speak in German to each other in class – (Re-tell partner)


• Check one another's work in class, when needed.


• Get copies of handouts if your partner is absent.


• Provide notes for your partner to copy after an absence.


• Help each other to have outstanding focus and work.
Before Class Officially Starts: Be in your seat and ready to work before the bell rings—usually this means having your composition book open and a pencil or pen in hand. On days with a warm-up activity, which are most days, have your composition book open, a pen or pencil ready and begin working!

At The End of Class: Class is not over until the teacher dismisses you. Until that time, please stay in your seat and work. Do not put you materials away early, line up at the door or walk around the room. Before you leave, please make sure that you pick up any trash in the area around your seat and the desks are lined up. You will be reminded of this often. Here is the procedure for dismissing the class:

• The teacher graciously says:

         Klasse!
                Class!

• The class responds with a hearty:
         Ja, Frau?

       Yes, miss?
• The teacher will then respectfully say:
Schönen Tag noch!    Have a nice day!

• The class will thankfully say:
         Danke, gleichfalls!     Thank you, you too!
• The teacher will then kindly say:
         Tschüss!

       See you!
Substitutes, Observers and Student Teachers:  There will be times when I will not be teaching.  Please cooperate with the substitute.  Be aware that substitute teachers may not be proficient in Spanish.  Treat student teachers with respect and help them to learn the basics of teaching.  Treat observers with respect.

GUIDELINES DURING STORYTELLING/PQA:

This is how to get the most out of German class activities.  These are not exactly rules, but students that disregard these guidelines will not be fully participating, this will affect the learning in the class.  Repeated disregard can result in disciplinary action because it will begin to affect learning.

• Anything can happen in German class!
Alles ist möglich!
• No English during storytelling/PQA. We do not want to break our concentration in German with side comments in English.

• Raise your hand if you must say something in English and ask for permission to speak in English.    Darf ich auf Englisch sprechen?
• Talking to a neighbor in any language is not allowed during stories/PAQ.
• Once a fact (it can be imaginary) in a story has been established, it cannot be argued, debated, changed or one-upped.
• If I tell the class something, act as if you believe it is true.  Show your amazement by oohs and ahhs or other appropriate expressions.  

• If I ask a question which reviews an already-established fact, everyone should either answer or give the I don’t understand signal.
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Students who succeed in this class can say: 
• I stay focused on the message.
• I listen to comprehend. 
• I read to comprehend. 
• I sit up with squared shoulders and clear eyes. 
• I respond to questions using short answers. 
• I use the stop sign when I don’t understand. 
• I do my 50%. 
• I don’t talk over/speak English. 

You will know you are learning when:
• You understand what the teacher says or what you are reading.
• German starts to fall out of your mouth in class without you thinking about it too    
    much. 
• German comes out naturally and makes sense [even with errors].
• You notice you can write more in German than you did before.
• You are not translating from English to German when you speak or write.

Other activities [non-graded but participation requested!]:
Oktoberfest, Karneval other cultural celebrations 

Deutschfest (April 1st-2nd, 2016)  

German Christmas market in Philadelphia (Beginning of December)
Gingerbread house competition (Beginning of December)  

German theater in Philadelphia 

German band concerts

German videos/movies/music

German writing contest

National German exam (Dec/Jan)
German club (Look for dates soon!)
GAPP exchange (Look for hosting information in January!)- Germans will be here in the Fall of 2016 and we will take a trip to Germany in August 2017
:) Please follow these rules, actively participate and have fun! I am here to teach you and help you.  I look forward to a productive, fun year with you! :)
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Dear Parents,

Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions or concerns about your child’s progress. I value the partnership between parents, teachers and students and look forward to meeting you. Please try to stop by during our Open House on Wednesday, September 24th!!
By signing below you hereby acknowledge that you have read and understand all of Frau Friedle’s Classroom Standards, as described above for the 2015-2016 school year.
Also, visit my website to check on assignments and/or to find links and information for extra help or for current happenings and opportunities for students of German at William Tennent. 
Website: http://wthsgerman.weebly.com/  

email: frieel@centennialsd.org
___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___

Please sign, tear along dotted line, and return to Frau Friedle by September 11, 2015 (this will count as your child’s first Quiz grade).
Frau Friedle’s Classroom Standards

Student Name (printed) ___________________________________________________________
Student Signature___________________________________________Date_________________
Parent/Guardian Name (printed) __________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature ____________________________________Date______________
Parent’s contact info: 
Home phone: _____________________________ cell: __________________________________

Email: ___________________________________________________________________________

Best way to reach you?* __________________________________________________________

I have read this document with my child and have the following questions/comments. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________

Interpersonal Skills Rubric:  (Daily Grade  25%)
5 (95%):  I am attentive.  I respond consistently to questions & offer ideas during 
                 discussions. I volunteer for classroom jobs (acting, reading aloud, retelling, etc. ). I  

                 let my teacher know when I need clarification (by asking, or using the hand signal).

4 (85%)  I am attentive. I respond often and offer ideas during discussions.  I    

                sometimes let my teacher know when I need clarification (by asking, or using  

                the hand signal).

3 (75%)  I am attentive at times and sometimes respond appropriately in class.  However, I 
                do not demonstrate the following:
· I do not consistently demonstrate attentive listening.  I may look elsewhere, not respond to questions, and/or not communicate when I don’t understand.

· I disrupt the flow of class with my words and/or actions, for example: talking over others, talking off-task, or talking in English at the wrong times.  Use of cell phone.
2 (65% - 55%) 
                I am mostly distracted and distracting others, whether through withdrawal from   

               class (head on desk, no response, doing other work) or through disruptions to the 

               flow of class.  Use of cell phone.  
1 (55%-0%)  No attempt or UNEXCUSED absence.  

*Attentive = Listening and watching whatever is going on in class.  Not talking over others, not distracting myself of others, nothing on desk or lap, sitting up, maintaining eye contact with speaker, listening with intent to understand, responding to statements/questions with short answers OR visually, not blurting.   No cell phone use!
**Note that demonstration of interpersonal skills does not depend on the rate of processing, or the ability to speak or write, but on the demonstrated use of the skills to negotiate meaning in German.  An "A" can be earned on interpersonal skills no matter what the level of proficiency/rediness to output.  The reason for this is that consistent use of these skills ensures the highest possible level of comprehension (which precedes output).
Interpersonal Skills Self Evaluation
	Listen with the intent to understand
	2 points – I listen to everything the teacher says and try my best to understand.
	1 point – I listen to most of what’s going on in class and generally get the gist of it. 
	0 points – I mostly just day dream and don’t even try to listen or understand. 
	My score:

___ of  2

	One person speaks and everyone else listens
	2 points – I never talk over any one in class and always speak at appropriate times.
	1 point – I sometimes whisper to my friends and say things but not usually. 
	0 points – I’m usually talking over people and saying comments throughout the class. 
	My score:

___ of 2 

	Clarify if you don’t understand
	2 points – Every time I hear some German I don’t know I signal that I don’t understand. 
	1 point – Sometimes I signal that I don’t understand, but mostly I let others do that. 
	0 points – I almost never signal that I don’t understand. 
	My score:

___ of 2 

	Good posture and eye contact. 
	2 points – I always sit up straight and watch what’s going on in class. 
	1 point – Usually I watch what’s happening and have pretty good posture. 
	0 points – I’m usually slouching, and looking down or away from the speakers. Use of cell phone.  
	My score:

___ of 2

	Attitude
	2 points – I always bring a good attitude to class and don’t say negative things. 
	1 point – Usually I contribute to a positive environment, but could do better. 
	0 points – Most of the time I complain and bring a negative attitude to class. 
	My score:

___ of 2 


Write the number that best corresponds to your behavior in class each day this week:
____

____

____

____

____

____

_______
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

Average 
Average 










for week,
for week, 











Student
Teacher
Reflection:
Student Comments: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Teacher Comments: 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________

